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What are we working on? We want to make sure every boy enjoys reading.  

                                             We want to make sure every boy reads at home. 

Where are we now? What do we want to do? How are we going to do it? 

 

82% of boys enjoy reading. 

We want to bring that 

percentage up. 

 

Over half of boys read at 

home. We want every boy to 

read at home. 

 

• DEAR Time: 

• Teacher reads aloud 

• Peer reading 

• Book Fair 

• Update the library in each 

classroom with really 

interesting books 

• Power Hour (2nd and 3rd 

classes) 

• Visits to Walkinstown 

Library 

• Record the books you read  

• Talk Time 

 

• 10 minutes every day 

• Pick a book that suits you.  

• 2nd class boy reads with a 

5th class boy 

• We can buy books 

• Student Council 

• Practise reading 

• Sign up for a library card 

• List in diary 

• Use words as much as you 

can 



What are we working on? A lot of boys find measures (time, money, length, weight, capacity) 

difficult 

Where are we 

now? 

What do we  

want to do? 

How are we going to do it? 

55% of boys do 

not do very 

well in 

questions about 

measures 

 

Boys feeling 

more confident 

about 

measures. 

 

All pupils 

doing lots 

of active tasks 

in measures 

 

Revise 

measures 

vocabulary 

regularly 

 

We are going to learn 2 measures topics in the first term - 

Time and Money. 

We are going to learn 2 measures topics in the 2nd term - 

length and weight. 

We are going to learn 1 measures topic in April - Capacity. 

We will do open ended tasks in measures. 

We are going to cover measures topics in our mental maths 

sheet at home.  

We will practise our maths language in measures. 

We will solve maths problems with our partners using 

whiteboards and resources.  

We will have a fix it Friday/ withdrawal group for children 

who missed out on concepts during measures 

 

 

 



What are we working on? Improving attendance, particularly between September and 

Christmas  

Where are 

we now? 

What do we  

want to do? 

How are we going to do it? 

 

11% of all 

school days 

are missed 

by pupils in 

the school in 

the first 

term. 

 

We want better 

attendance from 

everyone in our 

school!  

 

We want only 9% 

of all school days 

to be missed by 

pupils in the 

school in the first 

term. 

We will have class rewards for best attendance- this will include 

pizza parties and movies in the hall! 

 

We will have individual rewards for boys with great attendance and 

for boys who have improved their attendance. 

 

We will have an attendance board in our reception to show off the 

boys in our school who have excellent attendance.  

 

We will check our attendance as a class each month with our teacher 

to see how we are doing. 

 

If we miss 10 days of school, our parents/guardians will get a letter 

home. If we miss 15 days, Mr. Cole will contact home. At 20 days 

parents/guardians meet with Mr Kirwan.  

 
 

 



What are we working on? Helping 6th class boys feel better about the move to secondary 

school  

Where are 

we now? 

What do we  

want to do? 

How are we going to do it? 

Just under 

half of 6th 

class boys 

reported that 

they were 

nervous or a 

little nervous 

about going 

to secondary 

school 

 

 

Decrease the 

number of boys 

who feel nervous 

about going to 

secondary school  

 

Prepare the boys 

better for the 

move to 

secondary school  

 

Run a transition programme in 6th class during the first and second 

terms  

 

Visit the secondary school once a term in term 1 and 2 and twice in 

term 3 

 

Ask boys who are in 1st year this year to come back in and talk to 6th 

classes about their experience. 

 

Invite boys to go to Open Days in nearby schools 

 

Invite the principals from Drimnagh Castle Secondary and other 

schools in to talk to the boys 

 

Work closely with the staff of other schools  

 
 

 

 



What are we working on? We know how important coming to school on Mondays is for 

having a good week 

Where are 

we now? 

What do we  

want to do? 

How are we going to do it? 

Monday is 

the day that is 

most often 

when boys 

are absent 

from school  

 

 

Make sure that 

boys will want to 

come to school 

on Mondays  

• Magic Monday timeslots – 20 minutes 

• Soft start Mondays- where the children would be allowed to 

take 20 mins to settle into school using mindfulness, 

cooperative games etc. for a gentle start approach to the week.  

• Rewards for the class who had the best attendance on Mondays 

weekly. To be announced Tuesday.   

• Perfect attendance and most improved attendance rewards 

throughout the year  

• Friends for Life on Mondays  

• Talks from past pupils  

• Afterschool and lunchtime clubs   

 

 

 

 

 



 

What are we working on? Making sure that parents/guardians feel welcome in our school 

 

Where are 

we now? 

What do we  

want to do? 

How are we going to do it? 

Most parents/ 

Guardians 

feel very 

welcome in 

our school  

 

All parents and 

Guardians to feel 

welcome in our 

school 

Information Evening for 2nd class and new children to the school  

One activity in classes that parents/guardians are invited in for 

Ms Cole sends information to parents/guardians 

Home School link established in each of the six DEIS areas 

 

 

 

  

 


